
AP	United	States	History		
Vatella	and	Halperin	
2019	Summer	Work	
	

Part	I:	“1491”	
• Read	the	article	“1491”	from	The	Atlantic	by	Charles	C.	Mann.	It	covers	pre-

colonization	societies	in	the	Americas	
• Answer	the	corresponding	questions	for	the	article.		

	
Part	II:	Colonial	North	America	

• Read	Chapters	1	through	4	in	the	American	Pageant,	13th	Edition.	We	use	the	
American	Pageant,	16th	Edition	in	class,	but	the	13th	Edition	will	be	sufficient	for	this	
assignment	and	content.	The	chapters	have	been	uploaded	in	a	pdf	file	for	you	in	

another	document.		

• This	information	will	cover	pre-colonization	settlements,	European	exploration,	

early	colonization	efforts,	and	colonial	society	in	the	1700s.		

• The	information	will	be	covered	on	the	AP	Exam,	so	it	is	recommended	that	you	take	

your	own	reading	notes.		

• Use	the	Venn	Diagram	and	the	Colonial	Era	Chart	to	help	organize	information	in	

your	readings.		

• Complete	the	Colonization	Map	and	13	British	Colonies	Map	that	are	included	in	

your	packet.		

	

Part	III:	Quiz	
• You	will	turn	in	all	the	above	work	completed	on	the	first	day	of	class.	Late	work	will	

NOT	be	accepted.		
• You	will	have	a	50-point	quiz	on	the	information	covered	in	the	“1491”	article	and	

Colonization	on	the	second	day	of	class.	The	quiz	will	be	a	mixture	of	multiple	choice	

and	short	answer.		
	
Additional	Requirements/Concerns:		

• This	work	should	be	completed	independently.	I	know	it	is	tempting	to	work	with	

others,	but	only	if	you	read	the	chapters	thoroughly	and	complete	all	of	the	work	on	

your	own	will	you	be	able	to	master	the	content.		

• All	work	should	be	handwritten.	Please	print	out	the	documents	and	complete	the	

assignments	that	way.		

• Please	do	not	print	out	the	book	readings.	Those	pages	would	use	a	tremendous	

amount	of	ink.	

• If	you	have	any	other	questions	or	concerns,	please	email	either	Ms.	Vatella	or	Ms.	

Halperin	(or	both!)	at	emvatella@auburnschools.org	and	

cmhalperin@auburnschools.org.	We	check	our	email	approximately	once	a	week	

over	the	summer.		



“1491” by Charles Mann, The Atlantic, March 2002 

Based on your reading of the article, thoroughly answer the following questions, citing to page numbers in the 
article: 

1.  When the author (and his son) was a high school student what did he learn about the origins of 
Indians coming to the Americas and the impact they had on the environment?  
 

2. What’s the summary of the views of archaeologists like Clark Erikson and William Balee?  
 
 

3. How does the author say the new theories implicate today’s ecological battles?  
 

4. In 1966 Henry F. Dobyns challenged the commonly held belief that there were only about 1.15  
million Indians in the Americas when Europeans arrived.  Dobyns concluded the number was more 
likely between 90-112 million.  Summarize how he came to this radically different conclusion.  
 

5. What was his estimate on the impact of epidemics on the Americas in the first 130 years?  
 

6. Explain how domesticated animals from Europe, such as pigs brought by Hernando de Soto, likely 
impacted the spread of disease in the Indian population.   
 
 

7. What does smallpox historian Elizabeth Fenn say about the debate over the numbers of Indians in 
the Americas?  
 

8. What impact did Indian agriculture, like maize, have on Africa?  The creation of cities like Aztec 
capital of Tenochtitlan?  
 
 

9. When the author asked seven anthropologists, archaeologists, and historians if they would rather be 
a typical Indian or European in 1491, how did they answer?      
 

10. Explain the multiple ways Indians “cleverly exploited” their environment.   
 
 

11. Identify 5 new specific facts about Indians in the Americas before 1492 that you learned from this 
article.   














